
Navigating the Manatee River
Dave Rogers

• Markers

• Shallow Areas

• Tides

• Speed limits

• Group discussion, Q & A

• (Maps will be available for attendees)
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Navigating the Manatee River

Speed Limits

Slow Speed Min Wake

25 MPH in Channel

Recreation Area (no limit)

Waterlefe

Ft Hamer

Palmetto

Bradenton

Manatee County Waterway Regulation Map

Boaters Guide to Manatee County

Redfish Pt.
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https://www.mymanatee.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7588306/File/Departments/Parks & Natural Resources/Marine Resources/All_Inclusive_Watercourse_Map.pdf
https://www.mymanatee.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7588306/File/Departments/Parks & Natural Resources/Marine Resources/ManateeCountyBoatingGuideComplete.pdf
https://www.mymanatee.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7588306/File/Departments/Parks & Natural Resources/Marine Resources/ManateeCountyBoatingGuideComplete.pdf


Navigating the Manatee River

Tides

•Tidal activity influences water flow (current) and water level

• Water level can vary up to 3 feet in our area do to tidal activity

• Tides vary each day and follow a lunar (monthly) cycle

• Wind + Extreme Tide can further raise or lower water levels

• Use Tide Tables when on the water

• Tide tables are available Online, Mobile Apps, and on 

Navigation Devices like Garmin, Raymarine, Lowrance and 

others
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Tides

3.17 ft change in water level Today!
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Tides

www.tides4fishing.com
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Navigating the Manatee River

Markers

• They are the “Traffic Signals” and Direction Indicators 
for the Waterway. 

• They mark the edges of the channel considered safe 
water areas.

• The Manatee River is marked with Lateral Day Markers.
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Navigating the Manatee River

Markers

• Red, Even Number, Triangle Markers are on the Right 

(starboard) side of your vessel when returning to port. 

“Red Right Return”.
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Navigating the Manatee River

Markers

• Green, Square Markers are Odd Numbered and are on 

the Left (Port) side of your vessel with returning to port.

Resume Normal

Safe Operation

D.Rogers 11ja2020



Navigating the Manatee River

Markers
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Markers
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Markers

Start of 

Recreation Area

Report Down or Damaged Markers to the US Coast Guard
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Shallow Spots
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Shallow Spots
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Shallow Spots
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Shallow Spots

Shallow

Area
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Shallow Spots
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Navigating the Manatee River

Shallow Spots

• Stay in the Manatee Channel to avoid Shallow Spots

• Follow the “Rules of the Road” when traveling in the 

Manatee Channel. Don’t crowd other boaters into a 

shallow area.

• Prop Up to Avoid Grounding

• Stay On Plane when possible

D.Rogers 11ja2020


